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Books

Local offerings
A selection of new titles by Washington authors, or of local interest.

"Geology and Plant Life: The Effects of Landforms and Rock Types on Plants" by Arthur R.
Kruckeberg (University of Washington Press, $35). A welcome new study by a UW professor emeritus of
botany, whose "Natural History of Puget Sound Country" is one of our classic local reference works.

"William Ingham: Configuration of Forces" by Matthew Kangas (University of Washington Press, $30).
The local art critic and frequent contributor to The Seattle Times examines the career of the Seattle-born
artist.

"Gary Hill: Selected Works & Catalogue Raisonné" by Gary Hill (Distributed Art Publishers, $75). An
overview of the Seattle video artist's career, including essays by various curators about selected video
installations, as well as a chronology of his work.

"Writer Ferrets: Chasing the Muse" by Richard Bach (Scribner, $15). The third installment of the Orcas
Islander's "Ferret Chronicles" finds two of the critters trying, respectively, to write "the great ferret" novel
and a page-turner ferret romance.

"Olympic Peninsula: The Grace and Grandeur" by Mike Sedam (Voyageur, $29.95). Coffee-table book
about the peninsula, covering everything from its rain forests to its Victorian gingerbread architecture, by a
Seattle-based writer-photographer.

"In Search of Greatness: Attributes of Achievement, Lessons for Life" by Dan G. Tripps (Town Book
Press, $38). A Seattle Pacific University professor's tips on how to distinguish genuine achievement from
mere notoriety.

"Q: The Autobiography of Quincy Jones" (Harlem Moon/Broadway, $15.95). Paperback reprint of the
Seattle-raised musician's account of his life. Times music critic Patrick MacDonald enthused: "Not only
does he tell a fascinating, moving story of overcoming hardship and deprivation to become one of the major
moguls of the music business, but he also writes with style, grace and eloquence."

"The Princesses Have a Ball" by Teresa Bateman, illustrated by Lynne Cravath (Albert Whitman, $15.95).
A Federal Way author's children's picturebook about princesses who do more than just dream about
princes.

— Michael Upchurch

For questions about book coverage, call Mary Ann Gwinn, Seattle Times book editor, at 206-464-2357, or
e-mail her at mgwinn@seattletimes.com. Because of space limitations, we cannot review self-published
books.
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